


The view from
the balcony,
which seals

50 paople,
shows the

stage, the 250
seals on tha

main floar

1 and the
18th-ceniury
decor of the
Earlvilla
Opera Housa.
See Page 4
for a map
with direc-
tiens to Earl-
ville, and &
complete par-
larmance
schedule.
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THE EARIVILLE OPERA HOUSE

Victorian jewel survives,
providing a unique venue
for today’s live performers

By MARK BIALCZANK
Stafl rdor

= EARLVILLE

limib e 21 slepa up 1he painted wasden slaircase

&1 thee Eariville 'D'n-e:a House, and you're ﬁmt"l

by The Wall. The croam-colored surfece with
lavender stenciling fits seamles=ly imla the restared
docor of the H0]-year-old Victorkan buslding.

What stands oul are the choloes for wall-hangings.

Ta the beft of the doorway lesding ima (he theaber res
s photos of 1Be 13 diverse masical acls [Ened i fof
thizs summer's season, from Tolk-rock trio The Niclds
[whi epened the proceedings on July Z) 1o bolk muasic
legend Rickie Havers (who eloses the regular season on
=L 3

U Totbe pigha of the open arch, just above 5 parpe pad
arging visilors 1o sign in = and secore a spot on the
opera house's mailing ligl — silg & busy placard. Listed
are ihe 158 members of the organizaiion, from pairons
Jo Anne Pagano ard Bruce Berlind (who carned that
level for comribaing $100 or mare) 1o senfor, student

= ——

Elisabeth A Willisms {who joined
that category by giving $10 or
e,

Arts for (he people,

That's what the Eardville Opora
Hizease siill stamds for after all these
YCars

When this browm brick building
was buill in 1852 — the archilect i3
now Enknown = il ros: from the #f-
forls of who refused (e e &
special part of their life die. Two

FEVILE Bouses in Lhal exach
oeathon had been levebed by fires.

In the kate 1B00s, masy Cenlral
Mew York willages were peoud of
their opera houses. Naol 30 miles
from Eariville eat four siendlar build-
imgs: in Hamilion 1o the north, Wa-
tervlle io the narthosst, and Sher-
Eearmee arsd Norwick o the soath.

in the daye of horse-drmwn bug-
gies, that was just right for touring
vagdeville groups and medicine
shows o make the circuil,

Faor the ownsfalk, there was
more o the grand builldings than
eang and dance. “Nol only raveling
shows, butl town meetings,” sakd
Lisa Heilly, the executive director

“l wanted to

perpetuate the

original concept

of the opera

house, a cultural

meeting place

for the

community.”’

= lowry Shag

man who saved opera houss

irom wrecking ball

of the Earlville Opera Flouse, whao in
s Ehan & year in her part-ume
paid position has stodied the kistory
of that landmark and s comm-
Lerparts. "IL was Lhe pl&:-ﬂ far
evenis That's where people gol -
geiher.”

In the 193k, vet ancther fire rav-
aged the apera howse, but this time
il was nol destrosed,

“Even back them im the "3, they
iricd io duplicate that 153w look.”
Relly said. For exampbe, the prosee
nium arch abave the stare iz an
exacl copy of the original. Workers
had several photographs and pleces
ol the beailding. like shingles. 1o help
duglicate the provious sivie. Howe
aver, some of ihe other tooches
adorning the walls of the IM0-seat
theater, such a8 Lthe (loral-1ype die
gigna surrounding the proscenium
arch, smack of "2 Art Deco style.

Soon after the project was com-
pleted, however, AmTics FmEnoed
a new darling: silent movies, Vaude-
ville waned. and the opera house,

SEE EARLVILLE FAGE 4
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Richie Havens, community
Cajun music on tap at opera house

Hm' are the remaining acts
that will appear at the Earl-
ville Opera Hewse ihis )
To order thckets by phone, call the
opera house office al E91-3550. Od-
fice hours are 3 to 6 pm ‘Wednes-
day through Sunday, and there isan
anwwering machine on at olber
limes 1o take orders. Tickets canmol
b ehurged by phone or tn person,

If there in tmme, the opera house
will mall out tickets after a check i
roeeived. I there i8 not enough time
1o mail the tickets, they can hold
e ab the door. Tickets may also
be bought in person al Use office, 22
E Main 3L, four storefronts away
froen ihe opera house entrance, in
e same hlock,

U performance days, the opera
house doors open an hour before
ghowtime al that time, tokels are
sald m the second floor entrance 1o
thee thrater,

JULY 24

Epta Drome, @~ e oa Fy B faTie

brass guended, B pom Tacksts: §03

JULY 25
Touchsions Thester, - L iocn Wi
anad Tray Caney of Ta Measing \dags, ™ chi
-E?""!mem 2 pon. Tickets

| Up Front|
theater,

eanial's Mollea, an evoneng of jaor, B
pom. Tickots: $100

fodlowing art exhibita from 3 o B hmﬁml.ﬁl'
The Eariville Opera House Gal- by appointment &t £91-3550.
office, at 22 E. Main St, aboul four  Jene ingram Allen, Fetaiation, froogh (B0 ek, Oct, 8 through Ot 31

ficloet sales oc M- doors wway from ithe opera house  Aug. 1.

BRREngE. Aug &

Soaaph CarmeEns, panings. St 10
thenugh Oct. 3

=:-ul I'I'nﬁ:'thﬂlm
from the balcony, while the dormar windaws are part of an attlc that no one has
figurad cut how to enter, sald Lise Relily, the opera house's execulive directer,
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which had shown some silent movies over the
yeirs, was converied inlo a movie Useater.

decade later, the theater was upgraded

o presenil the “talkies,” ax Holbywood

gave voioes to the images. The stage re-
mkined = sl 174 feet wide, 15 feel deep and
13 feet high, B was smallish by today's stan-
dards But still hig mﬂt lo apcommodale
boral production: — and area muosiclans at
tirses bumpsd the movies for lbve shows.

Eariwilie native and opera howse board viee
presideni Joan Keefe said she recalls her
grandiatber talking about playing basketkall
in the old house, shoving aside the portakis
wooden chairs,

Even when Lk movie theader closed down
im the 19508, when Esrlville's sconcmy ook a
dosmiturn, the bullding was opemed now and
then for special community evints,

But by then, there was ke school cafeteria
and olher rooms big cnough (o hold town
TraPE LI AL

Nobody worrded sboul he ald opera howuse
miach. The former palaces in mearhy villages
shiut down for good. And in 1071, the Earlville
Opera House was in soch & state of disrepair
Lhat il feced U wrecking kall.

That's when Joey Skaggs Elepped in,

Skagge wag a sculpior and paimter who
hought and refurbizhed a farmhowse in
MeDonough, near Norwich, in 1570,

A rial ssale agenl showed himn the opera

1 became & viskon
“1 wanted to perpetuate the eriginal con.
erpd of Lhe opera house, o culbaral mesting
place for the communily,” recalls Skaggs,
wha's now a performance artist living in New
York Ciy and Hawail.

He boughl the bleckbong building. He can
remembser Lhe price, except that ™it was really
cheap.” but legend kas it went for somewhere
belween S800 1o 5000,

Skaggs conlacted lsabelle Pernandez of the
Creative Aritsts" Pablie Service grant pro-
gram, part of the Kew York State | e
ibe Arte. Hie found (hat affice willing to belp.
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Then the artist started & search for a nos-
organization Ll would use the building
or culiural purposes,

A year afler be bad parchased ihe ballding
ard gotien the kall rallifg on a campaign 1o
rextoee i, ke chose instesd 1o give the place =
scioally o] i for 51 to satisly legal oblags-
tions — o a group of Colgste University sio-
dents, who incorporated themselves as
Friends of the Eartville Opera Heoase,

“I thought they were plugged tnto the com-
muinily, and I thought the place needed the
community Lo sarvive,” Skaggs said,

The groap established & Board of direciors,
which, 21 years later, nummbers an even dodin.
in 1974, the Eariville Opera House was placed
o the Matdonal Heglster of Historie Places.
Local residenit Dick Bennett, who dued a fow
years aga, gets a bol of credit fer ke restora-
tive work.

ni 178, Ihe doors reapened for & summer ge-
ries. The theater baa Bo beating, 8 it can't
b ised in Gk winter, It hae 5o &ir condi-
tioning. either, but board president Mike
Calon pointed cerit that a series of well-placed

lims keep tbe weekend performances beara-
bl

Caron maved 10 Earlville from Conpeetiea
fouar years age. Goe look al the obd theater was
Al b psecded B0 join the board,

“Tho first tine | mw il il was s0 imgres-
give,” Caton said. “You don expect some
thing likue this in & small lewn. [ enjoy walling
[rom my howse to 8 show., IU9 & throwback 10
Uiz ol daya.”

To many of the S50 residents of Earlville
1hEL S prROgress.

(n a bol summer day, you don't have to
chase down lovens of The opera howse, Spend
an houwr chatiing oul fromi, and the smal) bown
COITIES L0 yoiL.

Storm Hammond, & midle tescher who
brought her thind- and fourth-praders for a
tour, telle af the wonder in the oves of chal-
dren ginging an tmprompiu version of “Waliz
ing Matikda™ on stage.

Eeede, a retired music teacher, relates that
Bt late hushand. Irish tenaor Bichard Keete —
bedber known as “The Singing Farmer™ — re.
galed throngs over decades al the opera
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The building
is gasily iden-
fifiable by the

bBodd bethers
undemeath

Its gabile.
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house. He died in 1965,

and Hed Haville — “iha pre-eminent muosician
aroiined here,” Calon calls him = Ealks aboit the re-
newed vigor in the 1own's relationship with the opera
PSS

“This group of leaders really knows whene iU's going.”
said Havilbe, alas & retired misie Leacher [rom Shierbdar-
ne-Eartville schools whe moved to Eaziwille i 1958
Vears and wears apo, this place seemed ta be & mess.

Mow the quality of the programs is greal. And I love the
wariety

Raville has broaght two of his bands 1o fhe r |
Bause stage, & 15-piece dance band and the r@:mtm-
Yok Concert Band,

“That's in the last 10 years,” he 235, "For the bt 20
vears, there were the singing duets.”

He, too, remembers Lhe first times he Babd oyes = and
EOrE — Of (e plate,

“1 brought the kids up there before il wag refir.
bhed” b aaid. "We were amazed 10 see LR Chealer
upstairs in @ boilding bk this™

Madn Street from Rowle 128 South, vou'd think the

opera house was jusl another in a long line of Central
Wew York red-brick storefronis

The Litile M grocery siore, Bagnall's Hardware and
Coanpistel Consuliapis — Caton's business — hold of-
fices on the first floor, along with the opera house"s art
gallery, which opened in 1891, and opera house adminis.
Iralave alfion,

The husinesses bring in abowol S100000 a year i rend
for the opera house, abotl & quarter of (be corporalion’'s
anual edpel

Onee you walk up Lo Lhe second-floor thealer, you

Ir': fact, if you biink once afier hanging a left on East

ALDEST

LT ERERR]

know there's moee than apples, bolts and techmolegy o
this Block.

The lebby features Lhe phodos, the member placard
and another tribute 10 the more than 100 wolunteers
that help ron the prolects cooked wp by Reilty, Catan
and the basrd. A courtyard garden @& Being bt sl
back, rough-cul Southern Red Pine boards lying cross-
wise in the gravel awaiting the completion of a
Tufoot-high fence. Finished on the wall is a framsed, elab-
arate Bueprint titled “Proposed Garden.™ sigeed by the
architect, James Keefe, son of board viee president Joan
Eoeefe,

Irside, the theater ts Smply elegami: & 18 (ree of the
gurgoyles and ornate docor of huge entertainment pal-
stes guch ax Eyracuss’s Lasdmark Theatre, bit with
painstaking detail in wall stenciling, an 1552 pattern re-
sembling a fheur-de-lis that also adarns the seat backs,

I the 30 seats downatalrs — 5 more fill the tiny

haleony == the 154 fromt and center have been ne-

slored with lavender ciashions and dark wood
backa. On each seat back lics & si=ple brass plate, en-
graved with the name of the person or business who
contribubed $35 in (he seal sponsorship program.

“In eosl me §34.75 Lo resiore cach seal,” executive di-
rector Heilly sald with a smile. “IU's been very sucoess-
full 1 think pecple like the idea ihal when they give
money 10 the opera like this, they Il see the resalt,”

A bronze plate on the back, however, doos nof guars
aries & faney in the cushion. Even seal donore have to
buy tickets alorg with the rest of the public,

The pressed-Un ceiling is painted cream and maroon.
The floors ark nalural wood. They sandwich wonderfal
acousties.

At the rear of the theater, stained-glass windows shed
light o the haleany.

I the Eroed, & baby grand plame — a Chickering frem
Boston donated a couple of years ago by Colgate Univee-
sity professor and professional plansst Vivian Harvey
Slater = awalts visits by the two local musical theater
Eroupa that rehearse and perform a1 the Earlville Opera

“With them tolally acoustic, i was = quiel in here
that the erowd hang of every word. It was beautiful”
Caton sald. And fanny, toc. The MNields sent one memiber
up to a side box 1o play a wounded Masy Jo Bustalooco
im & modern verson of “Romeo and Juliet,” inspired
by the story of Long lsdand’s Amy Fisher.

Of course, all of it was acoustically superh,

“For choral, especially, it's a special space,” mid Ra-
wille, “I's a live space. When ke Syracuse Opera pes-
formed here, they sang offortlessly, i was greal even
for my concerd band of 35 pleces. Must be the size and
coniours.”

Or the nooks and erannbea. That's where Keole, the
board viee president. sees something very special at the
kseginming of every season.

“It's such an emotional thing,” sxys Keele, throwing
her hands ap ioward e spiriis surely poking oo from
ETETY COTNeT.

“When | close up (ke theater al the end of every sea-

Stanciling
and heavy
curtains at
the second-
floor entrance
to the theater
propor add bo
the opera
house's
19th-century
atrosphans.

A pressed-tin House, Hamilion Music Theatre perforss “5ee How  pon, there's & sadness, But when | open it agsin for a
celling, pain|- They Run™ on Aug. 13 and I as a benelil for the 0peTa  pew season, there's almost, & ghost, There's & presence
ed in maroon house. and after the regulor season ends, Sherburnt  of what's happened before here, and what will happen
and cream, Music Theatre will use the opera hoase 1o present “Kiss again” W
and hnrbglmn? Me Katel™ on SepL 17, 15, 24 and 25,
IIHHI:HI:EE*; Luu;:."IUEII: re;q :;J}Eélnocl;mun: mia#}' wmkn*ﬂlh:u- any “It? 1i Wh he S
group for " Caton said. Takers s0 VE i
s cle Fpel wngers i s g t's a live space, en the syracuse
The talent bromghi im for the w 5 Is big- i
time; they kove the Eheater big-ime, b0 Opera performed here, they sang
The Epic Brass, which visite on Savarday, spresd their
e plvcrs Hrmaglioe: (b4 e daring’ (hale first. trip, EffﬂI‘ﬂEESI}f. It was great even for my
n L
=You had brass eoming ai you [rom every direction, 4
rmm‘ﬁu in 13-|;J?;1|mn_:.:fgrmm 1;&“ m;L bokes I:I'.I.Imklmﬁ' concert band of 35 PIECES, Must be
the stage),™ Caton said. h . d 1]
on the avant garde folk-rock irio The Niclds t € SiZe an CﬂntDurS.
w:h:red the house two weeks ago, they dmdeh-: Red Raville
during the afternocn sound check bo chuck | o i
AL REWT F e rsuaerer  areplificd mu_rﬂr;I sysbem, bl meonican
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