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Avant Garde Festival

Down to his last

AT exactly noon on Friday, November 19, al the 65th

| gcid bl JllrmL'lr;'-' on Lexmglon Avenwe and 28th Streel, an

enormous shiny black chaulfeared Imousine pulled up to the
eurh and out jumped sculplor Joey Skapges in an immaculate

white suil, Wild applause grected
him ns he entered the building

|| with his friceds, Ope minwte lader,

arciving im & tiny red Datsum,
John Lennon and ‘Yoko Ono, both
In dirty dungarces, quickly
slipped Enio the building. unan-
nounced and wnnoticed

These Enlrance Evenls marked
the vpening of the 12hosr mars-
thon Avanl Garde Featival, the
eighth amd most speciscular of nll
Charlotle Moorman's whld events,
In the pasi, the festivals have
R hed up Central Park Wesl,
taken ower a ferry boal, aml
camped on Ward's [sland in the
Eagl River. Hundreds of artists
represcnting every arl pérsuasion
mave been in these [estivals.

But momie have inclided all this
— Ml ti-vides nrt, imstant paint-
ings, documenlatians, envieon-
menis amd happenings, earth and
air art, kinetie lght and (il art,
elecironic music, synthesizer and
compaler arl, projpecbions, infla-
tables, and life tableaus.

The Armory leoked like a com-
bnathon trade show, circes, and
high schoal Christmas [air, There
wis n real ferris wheel, a glider
plane, giant inflatable palm frees,
comcession hoaths, and at leash six

n oub-of-focus, out-of-tune,
ril-of-sight television recefvers.

There was mo delay in starting.
John and Yako went to a blank
sereen @nd deew body oatlines of
cach other. They procesded to
imspect Yoko's “'Coln Music” con-

| traplion. Each dm_nﬁd el
ks

inlo a sianding p ComLakner
criss-rrosied with lead pipes. The
coing made a tinkle as they
dropped [o the batiom.

Joha then described his “Wind

| Peace™ for, fall orehestra. The

musiclans, oo the Armory bal
cony, he explained, play from
pages thal are randomily flipped
by o battery of fams, Il was a
chaglic score, i

Alice Meel walked by, verg ox-
cited al the sight of the super-
stars. I wanna paini yeur pic-
ure.” she said, Bul neither
TEMHM. Jotin and Yoko them
l

Les Levine, in a Maming red
jocket and papls, came from
behind a booih where he was
making voiee prints, 1 steppad up
1o hls microphone, struck the
tuning fork, eroaked a long note,
and thon Les took my picture with
his Polarold. He said | mow kad
the ultimote in identification.

A gallery of lost mixed-moedia
smils showed up, The Late Jehn
Brackman, Aldo Tambellisi,
Richard HKostelanelz, Tiger
Maorse. She told me she was going
to Heomg Komg fo become o dise
Jjockey. Where was Husama® No
by K

Barbara and Howard Wise
came with thedr flm-maker son
David, Howard tokd me he helped
raise by money to pul on the fes.
tival this year, Charlotte ged the
Armory directly from the Caolomel
in charge afier she agreed o no
e, no sex, oo polities, no dope,
B0 Bl ing.
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One artist fulfidbed ithe Con
mrel's wishes, He was sbling on a
Bigh mound of dirt protected by
A welvel rope Chal entirely UT-
roumded ham and Lhe dirt, 1f was
Gieodl Hemdricks &n while tic and
tadls. He passed the lime by writ-
ing in his diary. Hiz relalives Bici

{and Jon stopd by waltching him
1wl e

ibey abo chopped liver
sAndlwiches with pickbes. Whal
wis Hemdricks ap 107

Hobert Breer's plece crawled
by, & Bige rog of mylar (hat pul-
ented and quiverced om the floar ag
thaugh {t were a square stingray,
Frod Stern  computerized  Ehe
whale thing on a typewriter thai
caf-n-lat-datied away but printed
nothing on ke paper as i rolled
oul of the rrmrhrﬂ The aftérnoon
dragged an

somebody wos offering & feast
ol o table set with oysters, alives,
canteloupes, eggplant, and mixed
fruit, The feed whisled when |
touched it with my fork. Elizabeth
Phillips had created an Elee
tronic Bangquet where the os.
clllator (requency was changed
by body presence, Charlotie
wnlked by loaded down with her
clipboard directions and  said,
““Tomight at 10 I'm coming aut of
the cake.” Could T last that long?
IL was oaly 2 o'clock

Lil Pjcard drifted by In her
paper cape and hat  David
Numemaker was gelting ready to
present hes surpealistie life iab-
leaw, o dream-like womb environ-
ment with Jofs of candelabsa,
viils and lemons all over the
LT

1 heard “The Star Spangled

Bamner.™ [ was the one and only
ulra-saphisticated Tesun Bayrak
in absentln. Fis contribution was
sprawied osl on A Rinse-white ta-
blecloth—n  hoaf of Sicilian,
chunks of iripe, skimned and
blesdy lamb heads with it

eyeballs, a piss-filled mrﬁrfnﬁ
Bedpan full of fresh, m!n‘hlng &hid .
Mol very many could get elose to
his historie avanl gamde contribo-
Lo,

hls saclion with o huge canwvas
cnaapy. His simulated ghider fight
bad & lne-ap of would-be piots
waiting for & ride.

Spme Pulen prople wenl by with
4 child’s tinkling pull-tey. The Cal-

refuged to give thom a phone o0
iy could do their “Local Loop.'
Dick Higgins handied me o poem,
furtively opemsd a valise filled
with timy white mice, and wanted
me o fill out & boring question
paire. He ssked ma, * How do vou
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Ken Dewey mearby protected

mouse

B0 upsiairs?" [ replicd, 1 always
@0 bockwards.” The paper tiger
of the avanl garde was down to
hes lasi mouse

| 2w & coffin, one ond open, e
other eloaed. When 1 looked (neide
there were bwo fect where Lhe
hend shasuibed have been. The arlist
inside was Dave Martin. A radio
nmlenng stiek ol of the closed
end and Dave was listening fo
WPL.J. He stoved in [or six hours
amd then his  pariner Dennis
Brenman (ook aver. [L whs a5 s
uswal conbribution

The afternoon drifted by, Wisen
I wenl cutside o get some alr, sy
Cooper Umon ar stodents were
holding  frozen  poses for 30
minwes al a tHme, They were
“u=ing thiz site to Activale a
space.”” Soldiers stationed af the
Armory showed mo interest,
passed by

[ booked ot “my walch and
decided it was time to &=k 1he sol-
diers the standnrd whai- "I E
thing-of -this-stull question. The
answers were prediciable. One
said it looked weird, Anothor
muade & vomil gesture, And o ved-
eran of all the wars who was cov-
ered with siars, badges, ribbons,
buttans, and bragd summarized
his feelings: “t's ridiculous,
stupid, the whale damn thing, All
these peoplo smaoking marijuana
back there, 1 snw them. And using
a federal building tos. A banch of
kooks. [ could Blow thom basiards
Lo hell. I'd go up in the balesny
with a machine gun. 1 even saw
some naked. I'm glad I'm heing
ramgferred ouwl.” The soldior
disappeared indo ihe middie of the
allernnon.

Shirley Clarke started ap ber
famtastic ferris wheel, I ghewed
in the dark Armory. Shisley said
her plece wag the Ukmate Trip
Each scal hos o tv monitor hool-
up. One open COMMER WAS 18-
tonary on the ferris whool and
anoLiver was operated by o camee-
aman who crealed instant replay
sensations of falling, Oying, and
rotating in the air. The spin-in.
Epete was soen on the individual
monifor by cach rider a= ihe
ferris wheel turned. “You ged
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His last

moise

Continged from proceding peigs

stooed up there,” she sabd.

Lotz of famillsr foces showed
up—Edith Stephen, Larcy Cal
gane, Rose Slivkn, Bridgit Mur
naghon, Irving Sandler, Ruth San-
segndo, Calvin Tomplins, Lenny
Horowilz, Lofs of new [Does fod—
Carey  Figther, Jo-Anm Croas,
Frank Gilletle, Leonard Dworkin,
Ellen Thomans, Michael Cooper.
But where “were Tom Hoving,
Dharis Fresdman, Lesnard Harrs,
Tom Hess, Andy Warhal, Ivan
Karp, and Jobn Cannday? Oh
well, they couldn't be every-
where,

Anyway, Howard Smith came
with his ontourage: a pho
tographer, a wriler, & sound engl-
neer, A wardrobe misliress, an arl
interpreier. and Cass, a 10-year

ald invemtor. Howard looked
aroand and sakd the festival
neededd 8 frankfurter  stand

“They could call them Al Dogs.™

Charles Henrl Ford invited me
1o Greece, He dida’t have a [1im
OF 040 & pOeIm in the festival this
vear. Hosallnd Comstable (nter-
wiewed me and then 1 nlerviewed
er. 11 was only falr. Nom Juane
Paik ealled me over ard pat me
on oolor (v, | stoed (here and
sared o mysell. Evervbody was
an iy

Giregory Hatbeork wns in his #x-
persive cashmere sull from Jean
Rall of Paris, He put on a deman-
strafion of mavonnaise making.
Gregory cracked an egg and &lid
it imto the mixing bewl. He wiped
his bands immediately. Then he
pouréd the olive oil, wiped his
hands again, sirred, sipsd, oul
aml squevecd the lemaon, wiped

again, strred, wiped, more stir-
ring, more wiping, and then
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It waz & o'clock. | thought
mayhke when Metropolitan Life

ol owl Lhe place wouwld (511 up. The

codfumes and clown moke-ap.
They bowed beads, meditnted,
Esddled together with the audi-
ence, il acrobaties, and filled in
the gaps with Love, Peace, Toudch,
Liguid Theatre ballshil, a prest
group if you were deep into 1964,

I smaelled that unbearable five
and-gime Imcense comlng from

aof the Armory. It didn't bother
Geoll Hemdricks, wha  seemed
stoned on falence on top of his
moknd of dirl. 1t was & p. m. and
he =38 hodn't moved, hode't enten,
nade't gome fo the loilel. How
could he endure =uch sel-toriure?

Finally Jill Johrston and Diavid
Bourdon of Life srrived. The fes-
tival was then declared anofficial

ewenl, The erchesira in the bal.
cory  strock up CHadl o the
Chicis." but the fan [ipped ihe

pages bto “My Funny ¥alentine,™
Diavid cleared his throat and
spoke
muore carelully. Life is mot & frive.
lows publicotion. We dos't
Homies on yust anythang
erious.”

Everything was in full swing by
8 The place was jammed.
Meighbors  (rom my  building
shoaved up with their kids for &
[rese ride on Shirbey’s ferris wheel

Alex Gross, with a telephone
dizl around hiz meck, groefed ev-
ervbody al the enitrance with o
capy of the Art Workers Mows-
better. Ely Haman handed oud
maney from on oropge crade
(Fary Rieveschl watched his ice
mell. Woody amd Steina Vasulkn
twirled the contrals of their 15 ty
moemitors. Jackson Macl.ow
ghoulasd hiz word owen?, Jud
Yalkul siared at his propane
(ame through the looking plass.
Deminic Capobdanca suck his
hiend inka a silver-covered box and
Ustemed Lo all the AM stalions at
ener,  Seve Releh astl  croas-
kpgged ot corner amd maxed
hiz “ohms'" into the abysmal kum
mnd dpeome of 1000 sounds, Geall
Hendricks, jolned by all of
Higgins's whide milee, contbnged
hiz painial plight mtoe numbaville.
And Willoughby Sharp walked in
visihic

'I'er-. pagsed  and Cension
T4 Rl 1T wps the Spcond
"I'l-'lT'li-"lE Ml Chartolte Mesrman,
her great big birthday party. Ev-
eryone gatherod around o 0-foot
plywood cake decorated with real
frosting amd 0 few resd cakes on
lop far the ceremany, [ went up on
thee baleany
i e cake, Here was the idoa)
picture, [t would be & master-

We're

thesd afm. Had 1 waoited onpdy 10
hours for the picture, | asked
mysell? What coubd go wwong?
The film would jam, The pictures
world be Mank. The film woulidn't
advance. | would forget the kens
Eap. | began to swesl

A split second later il was all
ever. Like a  jock-in-thi-hox
Charlodte had popped up amd oul
of the cake just 8z the eake lighis

blow oul. There was lurmaodl, con-

East Village Theatre group puat on §
1= ghow. They were all in mime |

Jenl Engels’s teepee in the middle |

“1"Il hawe to ook inbo this

iy

and stood directly |

piece. [ stood, | wailed, | prae- |

Fage
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fusion, cake was flying, screams
of “lights, where are the Eghts? 1
pandcked. Cakoe flew everyahere.,
“Charbolte,” 1 shouled, “stop,
come back, don't go back inlo the
cake. Wail. I'll be disgraced.”
Peaple were climbing all over the
cake by then. The air was [iled
with facksia day-glo icing. 1 ran
dovwnslakrs, “velling “'Charlolie,
i's mar, Fred, wail, the piciure,
Hawe sympathy.™
It was 11.30 p. m. Everybody
was leaving. The fleor was cover-
il with chunks of cake and paper
and wire and dirt and lomons and
shells and eont hangers and
heoken electrical gadgets, 1 found
o cap from ont of my benses. It
was all coversd with icing. Eilly
Ehiver wilked ol with lns EAT
chairs under his arms. Al Hansen
Il
suit,
The clock strock mbdnight and |
thought | saw Lhe Colonel. 1 think
he wos in his best dress ankform
smodhered wilh rewards of his
herobe past. He marcbed briskly
oul anto the baleany, steod front
amd oenter, clicked ks heels
saluted a mythical flag, looked
‘\-i'lﬂ.l.-ﬁ‘l'd and |.'I"I"F|l!1li'l:1 Im  his
lpdest bellow to all who |.l.~:_||:|||j

with his silverscopfed roal ||
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Gordon Chose tosk over responsi-
hility for prison beallh from the
Correctlon D tment. Since
then he has n shwly im-
proving the medical system, one
jall at o time. He has alrendy

Walke Reservations Now For
4 Traditional
THANKSGIVING DINNER AT

VI“t‘.I Murbonu

mnm*

“groensd’” the Tombs and the
Brogklm snd Queens Houses of
Detention. By all accounts, Chase
has moved in oo pedent daslors
and nurses, improved the physl-
cnl pxaminntions all imcomdsg in-
mates receive, amd recruited
much better psychological staff
Hauf e has not yet had a chanck {o
reflorm Rikers Island, or the new
women's prison. They are next on
L'éhaur & agendn.
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listen,
all, for they kmow mot whad they
have done.'”
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