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The 25th Annual April  Fools’ Day Parade will begin at Fifth Avenue and 59th
Street at 12 noon, Thursday, April  1, 2010. Rain or shine, the parade will march
down 5th Avenue to Washington Square Park for the post-parade festivities and
selection of the King or Queen of Fools from the costumed marching look-alikes.

The New York April Fools’ Day Parade was created in 1986 to remedy a glaring
omission in the long list of New York’s annual ethnic and holiday parades. These
events fail to recognize the importance of April  1st, the day designated to
commemorate the perennial folly of mankind. In an attempt to bridge this gap and
bring people back in touch with their inherent foolishness, the parade annually
crowns a King of Fools from parading look-alikes. The theme for this year’s
parade is “Up, Up and Away.” Led by Grand Marshall Ben Bernanke, the parade
will kick off with the Where’s-the-Money Marching Band playing this year’s theme
song by the Fifth Dimension “Up, Up and Away in My Beautiful Balloon.”

The public is encouraged to participate, in or out of costume, with or without
floats, and may join the procession at any point along the parade route. Floats
can be no wider than 10′ and no longer than 25′. They can be self-propelled,
towed, pushed or pulled. Customized bicycles, tricycles, baby carriages and aerial
balloons are welcome. All participants are costumed look-alikes, and the Parade
Committee assumes no liability for damages caused by satire. Parade floats and
marchers must be at 59th Street and Fifth Ave no later than 11:30 a.m.

We are grateful to the New York State Council on the Arts, National Endowment
for the Arts and Mayor Michael Bloomberg for their support of this year’s parade.
Also, in honor of this parade’s 25th anniversary, we humbly thank the thousands
of talented artists and craftsmen who have contributed to the parade’s success
over the years. The King or Queen of Fools will be chosen based on the loudest
cheers at Washington Square Park. The winner will reign through March 31, 2011.
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